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Kirkwood Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, November 16, 2025 

   23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Gathering 
 

Welcome and Ministry Announcements                                                     Dr. Yvan Kelly      

 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 

*Opening Hymn                       Glory to God Hymnal #658                       “God Is So Good” 
 

*Call to Worship                                                                                           Worship Leader 
 

Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made;  

People: let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.  

People: And also with you. Let us worship God! 
 

A Time for Children                                                                                      Dr. Yvan Kelly 

(Children will go to Sunday School) 
 

Gathering Prayer                                                                                     Matthew Brodersen     
 

Call to Confession                                                                                          Dr. Yvan Kelly                           
 

Prayer of Confession                                                                                     Dr. Yvan Kelly 
 

People: Gracious and loving God, we confess that we are troubled by the events of 

our lives and the state of this world. Headlines are full of wars, suffering, 

earthquakes, famines, and death. These things are enough to shake our faith and 

undermine our confidence in your promise. Lord, we believe; help our unbelief. 

Deliver us from speculation that distracts us from faithful living and loving service. 

Forgive us when we doubt your promises. Help us to endure that we may gain our 

souls, always bearing witness to your love and grace in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Leader: Please continue in silent confession….Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                                     Dr. Yvan Kelly 
 

Leader: Friends, hear the good news!  Surely God is your salvation. 

People: We will trust and not be afraid. 

Leader: Friends, believe the good news! 

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

 



Word 
 

Old Testament Lesson                      Isaiah 65:17-25                              Matthew Brodersen 
 

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be 

remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for 

I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in 

Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 

or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an 

old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be 

considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 

They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 

They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the 

days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of 

their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be 

offspring blessed by the Lord - and their descendants as well. Before they call I will 

answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 

the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent-its food shall be dust! They shall not 

hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.
 

New Testament Lesson                       Luke 21:5-19                                     Dr. Yvan Kelly 
 

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones 

and gifts dedicated to God, he said, “As for these things that you see, the days will come 

when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
 

They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about 

to take place?” And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in 

my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 
 

“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take 

place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to them, “Nation will 

rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in 

various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs 

from heaven. 
 

“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you 

over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors 

because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds 

not to prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none 

of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by 

parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You 

will be hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your 

endurance you will gain your souls. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 



      

Message                               “The Gospel That Never Expires”                      Dr. Yvan Kelly 
 

*Middle Hymn                                                                                         “Rise Up (Lazarus)” 
 

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                                   Apostles’ Creed 
 

I BELIEVE  

in God the Father, Almighty,  

Maker of heaven and earth;  

and in Jesus Christ,  

his only Son our Lord; 

who was conceived by  

the Holy Ghost,  

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried;  

he descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again  

from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven,  

and sitteth on the right hand of God  

the Father Almighty;  

from thence he shall come to judge  

the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic Church;  

the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers and Offering 
 

Prayers of the People/The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Giving Thanks to God with Our Gifts and Offerings 
 

Offertory Song                                                                                          
 

*Doxology 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

People: Great and giving God, we know every good and perfect gift comes from you. 

In return, we give these offerings and pray they will not only supply the needs of 

others but also overflow with many thanksgivings to you.   
 

Sending 
 

*Closing Hymn                        Glory to God Hymnal #451       

“Open My Eyes, That I May See” 
 

Charge and Blessing                                                                                      Dr. Yvan Kelly 

 

 

 



Announcements 
 

Pledge Cards - If you have not turned in your Pledge Card yet, please bring it by the church 

during office hours, mail it in, or call/email the office with your pledge information.  
 

Angel Tree - Tags for the Angel Tree gifts are on the narthex table. When you take a tag, 

be sure to match the tag number to the number on the sign-up sheet and then write your 

name and telephone number on the correct line. All gifts are due back no later than 

Wednesday, December 10.  

Guidelines for purchasing gifts: 

• Do not wrap any gifts, but put them in a bag (store bag or trash bag) and attach the 

Angel Gift tag to the bag 

• Do not include gift cards, candy, food, money, or used items. 
 

Breakfast with Santa Candy Donations Needed - We are accepting individually wrapped 

candy for the goodie bags. Please bring your candy to the church office.  
 

Breakfast with Santa December 6 - Join us on Saturday, December 6, for Kirkwood’s 

Annual Breakfast with Santa from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.; pictures with Santa from 10:00 

a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Reservation forms are in tomorrow’s newsletter and on the narthex table. 
 

Session Meeting December 7 - The December Session meeting will be held after worship 

at the home of  Yvette Grant, 1461 Tomcat Drive, Jacksonville 32221. 
 

Bunko December 13 - The next Bunko night is scheduled for Saturday, December 13, at 

6:00 p.m. No experience is required, and it is fun for all ages. A $10.00 donation is asked 

for each person and includes dessert. All proceeds go to the church’s building/grounds fund. 
 

Congregational Meeting December 14 - There will be a congregational meeting after 

worship on Sunday, December 14. The purpose is to elect new Session members and present 

next year’s budget. 
 

Presbyterian Women’s Christmas Party Sunday December 21  - On Sunday, December 

21, at 11:30 a.m., the women will meet at the home of Lisa Christian, 3486 Worthington 

Oaks Drive, Orange Park, FL  32065. Please bring a gift valued at $20.00 for the White 

Elephant Gift Exchange. There is a sign-up sheet clipboard in the Narthex. 
 

If you joined in the Secret Sister Fun,  bring your Secret Sister her Christmas gift, as we will 

also have our Secret Sister Reveal. We will also have a Secret Sister sign-up sheet for 

another fun year in 2026!  
 

Financial Giving - You may place your offering in the offering plate, 

drop off a check at the office, put it in the mail, or use our online giving 

portal that can be accessed here or by scanning the QR code to the right.  
 

Song credits: “God Is So Good” - Public Domain; “Rise Up (Lazarus)” - Ethan Hulse, Logan Cain, Madison Cain, Nick Schwarz, 

and Taylor Cain © All Essential Music; Be Essential Songs; EGH Music Publishing; Keep the Pulse on the Hulse; Logan Cain 

Music; Madison Cain Music; Schwarz INC Publishing; Taylor Cain Music Used by Permission. CCLI License #11509317; 

“Open My Eyes, That I May See”- Public Domain.  Liturgy adopted from the Presbyterian Outlook. 
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